
RECYCLING UPDATE, JANUARY 2021

Training assistance dogs for disabled young people on the Isle of Wight

Throughout 2020 we have continued to raise funds by recycling things 
for cash.  Covid restrictions seriously impacted our fundraising throughout 2020 and 
restrictions are continuing to affect us.  All fundraising events (fetes, fairs and talks) were 
cancelled on 24th March 2020.  Since then we have only been able to open our Charity Shops for 
very limited periods.  Overall recycling fundraising was less in 2020 than 2019.

The good news is that, whilst many people have been stuck at home, they have been using the 
time to have “a good sort out”.  People have cleared out cupboards, lofts and garages, and they 

have given these items to charities including Ability Dogs 4 Young 
People IoW.  So, when the Charity Shops were open, we received 
record levels of donated items.  We are very grateful because we can 
use these donations to raise funds.

To manage the extra donations and stay Covid safe, we put in place 
new procedures.  We set up ‘donation areas’ in each shop and we 
closed early to allow time for sorting.  We also used stackable crates 
(like the supermarket ‘click and collect’ crates) to store things until 
we have space to display them on our sales shelves.  As you can 
imagine, we now have quite a lot in storage.

We are fortunate to have a large Training Centre into which we 
moved the textile donations.  When restrictions allowed, volunteers 
helped sort in a Covid safe environment, following all the necessary 
precautions.

Our Charity Shops

How to donate:
We can accept most items at our charity shops. We are happy to collect where we can. 
Please ring your local shop.

                                                Thank you for supporting us   
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We always need 
donated items for 
our charity shops.

Reuse & Recycle - Raising funds from your donated items
Over the years, we have raised over £14,000 by recycling textiles, 
books, plastic milk bottle tops, stamps, coins and ink cartridges.  
We also raise funds by selling donated items in our Charity Shops, 
on eBay and on WightBay.  Thank you for all your support. 
Here is a brief update: 

Shanklin Auction Shop
79 Regent Street, Shanklin

01983 214284
shanklinshop@abilitydogs4yp.org.uk

Shanklin Shop
104 Regent Street, Shanklin

01983 214051
shanklin2@abilitydogs4yp.org.uk

Newport Shop
16 Pyle Street, Newport

01983 214056
newportshop@abilitydogs4yp.org.uk
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Plastic Milk Bottle Tops 
We have been recycling plastic milk bottle tops since 2016.  We sort and store 
them until we have 20 black bags or more. The bags are collected by GHS 
Recycling in Portsmouth who chop them up and the granulated tops go to 
make hard plastic toys for children, such as slides and other garden toys. They 
also go to make more bottle tops!
 
GHS pay £30 for every 500 kg (which is over 100 large black bags full). Milk 
bottle top recycling has raised more than £500 since 2016.  During lockdown 
we had a huge backlog of unsorted bags.  Our volunteers and recipients rallied 
and took bags home, bringing them back sorted.
 
We can only recycle sorted milk bottle tops: any colour except white, regular 
plastic milk bottle size and not small tops from cartons, and no other tops from 
water bottles etc. Please help us sort by only including clean milk bottle tops.

Books
We sell books in our Charity Shops and we have a very popular book table in 
the Coop, Landguard Road, Shanklin.  Fortunately, we are given more books 
than we can sell, so we recycle the rest. CTR pay us £5 per kilo. Recycled 
books have raised £870 plus £1,500 from the table at the Coop.

Stamps and Foreign Coins and Ink Cartridges
We raised £146 recycling stamps in 2020 giving us a total of £932 so far. 
We started recycling foreign coins for cash in 2016 which has raised £550. 
Recycling used ink cartridges has raised £600 so far. The range is very limited: 
originals and no compatibles.  Please contact us so we can check the list.

Textiles
Textiles including clothing, shoes, belts, hats, bags are our best ‘recyclables’. 
We sell all new or nearly new items in our charity shops, and recycle the rest.  
 
The bags of textiles are collected and sold on and distributed to people who 
can use and enjoy them in developing countries or chopped up to make 
mattress stuffing. They accept all kinds of adult and children’s clothing, 
including school uniforms, bras, hats, shoes, belts, handbags, household 
textiles such as sheets, duvet covers, curtains and towels. They take duvets, 
pillows, sleeping bags away for free.  They do not accept wet or dirty items, 
ripped or stained clothing. 
 
We have been recycling textiles since the charity started in 2012 which has 
raised over £9,000 so far.

Plastic Milk 
Tops

Marked with a 2 or 4 
recycling symbol
Washed with no 

foil inside




